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PROTECTION 21 MIDORITITS IN UPPUR SILESIA.

Petition oi the "Dcutschner Volksbuund" with regard to tke
measures allegsed to have been taken to molonise the "Spoika

Bracka" at Tarnowsizic Gory.

Note by the Zepresentative of Japan.
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On lfarch 30th, 1929, the "Dcutscher Vollzsburd”
addressed to the Council, under Article 147 of the Convention

of May 15tk, 1922 rslatirng to Upper Silesia, g petition con-

o)

cerning measures alleged to Lave been taken to polonise the
Spolka Bracka (llincs Irsurance Association) at Tarnowsrie
GOTY . The pcectitioper refcrs to an article published in =2
Polish newspaper in October L8928 by Dr. Benisz, Ccunsellor
for Minpes, and formerly Goveriment Commissioner for the

Spolka Bracka, in whick X, Czapla, the former manager of the
Spolka Eracka, was reproacheld with havipg placcd difficultie:
in the wagy of poldnising that establishment. The article,
statc the petitioners, leé to = lawsuit, in the course of
whick Lir. Benisz pressed these chargas,

Y

at its mee

ot

ing on Szptember 24tk, 1929, the Council
had an apportunity to examine this petition, together with =2
letter from the Polish Govermument datcd July 27th, 1929,

On this occasion the Council decided to postpone cousidceratior
of the question until the prescnt scssion, being certain that

it 'ould then have at its disposal the information noCaSSaTy



for it tO pronounce upon the qusstion, This hzs Tcen

ish Goverrnment hkas submitted its
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justified, since the P

in g letter from its nermanen
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observations on the
¢elegate accredited to the League of lUations dated Jamuary 12tk
1930, the text of which was communicated to us by the Sceretary-
Gergral on Jarueary l3th, 1930. )

The Polish Goverament admits in its obszwvations that

kave given the imrpressior that oe agctirg iIn &
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¥, Benisz ma

ot

spirit unfrisndly to the mincrity in the Spoika Bracka, and that
as a result putlic opinion among the nmirority msy have interpreted
certain measures taken by the monagemernt as acts of the ~gh
administrative authorities directed esgainst members of ths

minority. The Polish Goverrment adds that ouvicusly ths
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compe tent authorities kave rever approved, ard 4o Lol

of any acts which sctuslly cause - or might even nave ths

sppeararce 0i causing - trcubic or friction between cifferent
racial groups. With a view to chowing that this was really

tke gttitude of the Folish authorities the Minister of Industey
and Comrercs — as M. Benisz's official superior — reprimardcd
and admonished him. Trke ¥inister pointed out to him ir a

very categorical manrser that any differential treatment of

nenbers or officials of the Spolika Bracka, whether they belonged

ct

0 the majority or tc the minority, was inadrissiple, The very

1

serblence of such treatment lisble to give the punlic the
impression that scme act or statbtemernt on the part of the
Govermment Commissiorer mizht conflict with the rights of tke
mincrities under tke Geneva Convention must, the Goverment added,
be scrupunlously avoided.

In view cf the foregoing irformaetion I tiink I may
confine myself to proposing that the Courncil should taZe note
thereaof and should dsclare that the step taken by the Polich
Government with regard to Dr. benisz constitutes a very satis-

factory solution of the gquestion raised in the petitlon.

1) pocument C.55.1930.1.



Vhen on Sepbtember 25th, 1929, the Council examined

a petition lodgsd by the "Deutscher Volksbund" regarding the
case of M, Norbert Lubos, 1% decided to reconsider once more
trhe question of the pressure wihich was said to have been
brougnt to beer on him by certain officlals of this institution
to induce him to withdraw his children from the minority
school, and also the iInformation submitted to the Council on
the matter, when 1% came to examine the petition dealt with

in the previous chapter. As I heve already had the honcur

to inform the Council 1n September 1929, School Inspector
Ranoszek, Wwho was among the officials whose attitude might

be interpreted as exercising pressure on i, Lubos, has

already been reprimarded, as stated by the Polish Govermment
in the letter sent me on July 1st, 1929% I propose that the
Council should now recommend@ that the management of the
"Spolka Bracka", acting in the same spirit as the Polish
atthorities who issued the reprimands mentioned above,

sheuld in its turn draw the attention of its officials to

the factv that even the appearance of any differentiel trea ment
of members or officials, belonging either to the majority or
the minorily, must be scrupulously avoided in order that
public opinion may in no case have the ilmpression that any

act or statement on the part of those responsible for the
management of the "Spolka Bracka"™ is in conflict with the
rights of the minorities under the Geneva Convention. I am
conviaced that by this means the recurrcnce cf insidents such
as tlhose which gave rise to the petitions concerning

Dr. Benisz and M, Lubos would be avoided. The Council might
request the Polish representative to convey its recommendation

to tle management of the "Spolka Bracka".

* Document C. 308.1929.1.



