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communicated by the Government of the United Kingdom.

Note by the Acting Secretary-General.

In accordance with Article 21 of the Convention of 1931 
for limiting the Manufacture and regulating the Distribution of 
Narcotic Drugs, the Acting Secretary-General has the honour to 
communicate the above-mentioned report to the parties to the 
Convention. The report is also communicated to other States and 
to the Advisory Committee on Traffic in Opium and other Dangerous 
Drugs.

(For the form of annual reports, see document 0.C.1500),

Laws and Publications.

1. No new laws, orders or regulations were issued during the 
year on thft question of opium or other dangerous drugs-

2, There was no publication, official or unofficial, likely 
to be of interest to the Advisory Committee »

H. Administration.

1.(a) No modifications in the administrative arrangements for 
the execution of the international conventions were made during the
year.

(b) In this Colony, it has not been found practicable to 
establish a separate administration for the purposes enumerated 
Mer (a),j.(b) and (c) of Article 15 of the Limitation Convention 
°f 1931, as trade in these drugs is very small in extent.

(c) No difficulties were encountered in the application of 
the conventions.

A. GENERAL.
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2 , There were no new dexrelopments regarding drug addict^! 
daring the year. The incidence of drug addiction in this OoionvM 
is low. The number of addicts known to the Central Office ar, ‘ 1 
the end of the year was thirty-seven ~thirty~five men, an do two yJ 
Thirty-two of these addicts received their supplies from Govern^ 
ment under a system of control. Nine persons - four of whom werE 
registered addicts - were found illegally in possession of pretJ 
opium and were dealt with by the Courts, None of these were * ■ 
members of the medical or allied professions. 1

It should be added that, since the control of dangerous 1 
drugs in accordance with the international conventions was start! 
the incidence of drug addiction hes steadily decreased. So far ■  
such f.ddiction is confined to Chinese of alien origin £nc a fuji I  
Er'st Indians. ■

III» Control cf International Trade. j

I s  The system of import certificates and export authorisation 
for the control rf imports and exports of opium and other dan&eiofl 
drugs worked satisfactorily during the year and no difficulties h 
were encountered in this connection. '

2. There was no change as regards the department responsible! 
for issuing import certificates and export authorisations, as 
well as diversion or transit certificates.

2» The conditions of issue of import certificates and export! 
authorisations and of diversion or transit certificates were not I 
modified during the year.

4. This Colony is not, generally speaking, an exporting 
country and no dangerous drugs were exported.

5. No cases of forged or falsified import certificates or 
export authorisations came to the knowledge of this G o v e r n m e n t  
during the year.

6 s  No difficulties have arisen with regard to transit, 
transhipment or diversion, and there are no free ports or free j 
zones in this Colony.

7. N o  transactions took place during the year with c o u n t r i e s  

which have not adopted the system of import certificates,

8, No special import certificate for Indian hemp was i s s u e d  
during the year and no change was made in the application of this 
system (Article 11 of the Geneva Convention of 1525),

IV. International Cooperation.

1. Nil.

2. During the year, information was received from the MinisM 
of Health of Bolivia, South America, to the effect that certain 

dangerous drugs had been stolen in that country and the assistanc 

of this Government was requested for guarding against the drugs



being smuggled into this Colony and disposed of by illicit drug 
traffickers. The Police and Customs Departments were instructed 
to be on the look-out accordingly, and the Medical Department 
instructed all registered pharmacies and other persons connected 
with the drug trade to co-opëï*ate by bringing to notice any of 
the drugs or their containers, if traced.

V. Illicit Traffic.

1. No evidence was forthcoming of any organised illicit 
traffic in this Colony during the year. Nine cases of unlawful 
possession of prepared opium and the appliances used in connec
tion with drug addiction occurred during the year. The prepared 
opium was obtained by boiling down large quantities of a sub
stance known locally as Tincture of Anodyne, which contains 0.19 
per cent of morphine. Steps have been taken under the Defence 
Regulations to prohibit the importation of this substance into 
this Colony.

2. The opium poppy, the coca plant and Indian hemp are not 
cultivated in this Colony,

3. As indicated under V.1 above, nine prosecutions were 
instituted in 1942, Eight of the defendants were Chinese aliens 
and one was East Indian. They were convicted of offences under 
the Dangerous Drugs Laws and sentenced as follows:-

Six were sentenced to fines of $26.00
One was 9 1: ,T " #40.00
One was * " R " 050.00
One was " " " " $75.00.

In each case, the articles found illegally in their possession 
were confiscated and destroyed.

6. No information is available as to the prices of drugs in 
the illicit traffic.

B. RAW. MATERIALS.

VII. Raw Onium. VIII, Coca Leaf.

The opium poppy and coca plant are not cultivated in this 
Colcnv and no raw opium is produced.

IX. Indian Hemp»

1. The Indian hemp plant (Cannabis eativa L.) grows wild in 
this country, but to a very limited extent. No use is made of 
this plant as far as is kn>)wn.

2. The cultivation of this plant is prohibited.

3. The harvesting of Indian hemp ' is not jærmiit^-Jby_JLaw.
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4. Illicit cultivation has not been detected.

5. (a) and (b). All transactions in the resins of Indian le-I 
or in preparations of which such resins form the base, such as 1 
hashish etc, are prohibited by law, 1

6. and 7, Not applicable. I

8, Galenical preparations (extract and tincture) of Indian 1  
hemp are now treated in the same way as other dangerous drugs, I

0, MANUFACTURED DH'JGS I

X, Internal Control of Manufactured Drugs. ■

1. (a) None of the drugs is manufactured in this Colony. I

(b) As regards diacetylmorphine, the requirements of 
Chapter IV of the Limitation Convention, 1931, have been brought ■ 
into effect by administrative action,

(o) The control provided for by Articles 13 and 14 (Chapter■  
V of the Limitation Convention of 1931) is applied by the Dan
gerous Drugs Ordinance, 1937. ;

2, Licenses. \

(a) As dangerous drugs are no" manufactured in this Colony, I 
no manufacturing licences are issued. ■

(b) The issue of licences for trading in and dealing with 1 
dangerous drugs is controlled by the Dangerous Drugs (Licensing I 
Conditions) Regulations, 1937, and licences are issued only to I 
persons belonging to the following groups or classes:- 1

(i) Professional licences - approved dentists and veterinary ,
surgeons; I

(ii) Drug Store licences - approved wholesale and retail
proprietors ;

(iii) Industrial licences - the managers in charge o f  sugar I
plantations with certified h o s p i ta l s  1 

other persons employing labour on I 
mining claims, subject to c e r t a i n  | 
conditions,

(iv) Special authorisations - by the Director of Medical j
Services, whether in respect c f | 
addiction purposes or otherwise» 
and subject, to specified condition

Persons of the following classes, that is to say :

(a) registered medical practitioners.;
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(b) persons in charge nf laboratories used for the purpose o f  
research or instruction and attached to institutions, 
schools or colleges approved for the purpose bv the 
Director of Medical Services ;

(c) public analysis ;

(d) Government dispensers employed or engaged in dispensing 
medicines at public institutions ;

(e) persons acting as sampling officers under the Sale nf 
Food and Drugs (Consolidation) Hrdinance;

(f) persons duly authorised by the Governor under the Pharmacy 
and Poisons Ordinance;

are authorised by the dangerous Drugs Regulations, 1937, so far as 
maybe necessary for the practice or exercise of their respective 
professions or employments in their capacity as members of their 
respective classes, to be in possession of and to supply dangerous 
drugs or preparations.

3; Not applicable.

4,(a) See 2(b) above, There were no wholesalers or other 
persons authorised to be in possession of dangerous drugs for the 
manufacture of preparations for the wholesale trade.

(b) Supervision is exercised over persons authorised to 
possess and use dangerous drugs principally by a departmental com
mittee under-the control of the Director of Medical Services, Ins
pection of wholesale and retail pharmacies and of transactions in the 
drugs is undertaken as a routine measure by the Inspection Committee 
and, in addition, any officer of police, and any police constable 
authorised in writing by an officer of police, has power to enter 
the premises of any person carrying on the business of a seller or 
distributor of dangerous drugs, and to inspect any stocks of such 
drugs and any books or documents connected therewith,

D. OTHER QUESTIONS

XII. Prepared Opium.

1, The possession and use of prepared opium is.totally pro
hibited. The habit of smoking opium is practically suppressed but 
aine cases came to light during the year, as reported under V,1 
above. The confiscated opium was destroyed,

XIII. Other Drugs.

There are no facts of importance with regard to any drugs 
n°t mentioned in the foregoing report and no action was taken 
during the year in connection therewith.

ÎV. Additional Information*

The estimated population of the Colony at midyear 1942 was
358,027.

Director of Medical Services.
^DICAL DEPARTMENT,
Georgetown, British Guiana.
Ma*eh 17th, 1943,


